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Foreword
Greetings,

On behalf of the Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts, it is with immense pride and great pleasure that we
welcome Cambodian and international filmmakers, artists, and audiences to the 15th Cambodia International
Film Festival (CIFF).

CIFF stands as a major regional and national cultural event, fully supported by the national policy of the
Royal Government of Cambodia to promote arts, creativity, and cultural heritage. Through its unwavering
commitment to cinema, the festival places Cambodia firmly on the map as an emerging and vibrant film
destination and cultural hub in Southeast Asia, attracting global talent while showcasing the richness of our
nation’s stories to the world.

This year’s edition, running from March 24 to 29, with free admission to 150 screenings and events across
10 venues in Phnom Penh, continues to build on this legacy. The festival creates invaluable opportunities for
Cambodian creators—emerging filmmakers, storytellers, and artists—by providing a prominent platform to
present their work, engage in cultural exchange, foster professional growth, and inspire new generations of
talent in our thriving creative industry.

The 15th CIFF embraces powerful unifying themes, including “Tree Of Life”, symbolizing resilience, growth,
and the interconnectedness of humanity and nature, and “Seeds Of Peace - Lessons from the Past”, which
reflects on historical memory, reconciliation, and the enduring pursuit of harmony through cinema. These
themes resonate deeply with Cambodia’s journey and are woven throughout special programs such as
the Tribute to Uong Kun Thouk, and the broader offerings in Beautiful Planet focusing on biodiversity and
indigenous culture knowledge, and beyond.

Alongside an exceptional lineup of international and local films—including indigenous cultural Day “Water,
Land, Forest”, regional explorations, francophone cinema - resonating with the upcoming “Francophonie
Summit”, and more—the festival enriches the experience with CIFF 360 that is taking place in the province
of Kep in May, extending the outreach toward diversified communities.

We extend our heartfelt appreciation to all filmmakers, organizers, partners, sponsors, and volunteers whose
passion and dedication make CIFF a leading force for creativity, education, and cultural dialogue. With great
confidence, we look forward to an inspiring edition that shares transformative stories, connects Cambodia
with the world, and nurtures the seeds of a brighter future through the power of cinema.

Warm regards,
Dr. Phoeurng Sackona
Minister of Culture and Fine Arts
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CAMBODIA INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

HATMUARW R [SEIMUNMNWSHSIMAaAYN

Honorary Patron of the Cambodia International Film Festival
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Lok Chumteav Neak Oknha Mao Chamnan Kith Meng
President of the Khmer Artists Association
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Cambodia is a land rich in vibrant arts and culture. The shining brilliance of Khmer cultural
heritage will inspire every foreign filmmaker’'s work to become one of the most captivating visual
creations in the international market. Cambodia warmly welcomes all artists and international
filmmakers to the country, which stands as one of the world’s oldest and largest cultural studios.
As Honorary Patron, | am proud to support, contribute to, and encourage in every possible way
your presence and your film productions in Cambodia.






Mar 28 10:00 Legend Exchange Sq. & Fable CARTOONS OF THE WORLD Family Screening
Mar 28 13:00 RUPP Indigenous Cultural Festival : "Water Land Forest"
Mar 28 14:00 French Institute (IFC) Panel discussion "Francophonie: a cultural world
without borders for Artists"
Mar 28 15:20 Legend Exchange Square Special Screening FRANKLIN (Australia) - People's fight to save a River
Mar 28 18:00 French Institute (IFC) Special Screening THE TIME TO CRY with UONG KAN THOUK family
Mar 29 10:00 Rosewood CARTOONS OF THE WORLD Family Screening
Mar 29 14:00 Legend Exchange Square Special Screening SEAGNAL - THE OCEANS LAST CALL with filmmaker
Mar 29 14.00 Rosewood Special Presentation ART FOR KEP & Artist Residency
Mar 29 14:00 Sabay Cinema Special screening Australia's hit family movie KANGAROO
Mar 29 18:00 Riverside (Royal-Palace) Open-Air Screening CARTOONS OF THE WORLD
Mar 29 17:00 Sabay Cinema CIFF Closing Film - Special.Sereening OLD MAN with Cast & Crew
Mar 29 20:00 Bophana Center CIFF Closing Party

* Losing a

ncd is painful,

but losing his soul to another is even worse ™
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«Explore and Understand the Environment and the People of the Mekong Region»
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-« Films Screenings ¢ Panel discussions + Photo Exhibitions « Forum « Presentations

i3 ugjsmmwmwmn—unum uis | Venue: CJCC (RUPP)
SVE €05 Bd (26 25 - 26 March
oA gfia 2aitén dans | From 9 AM till 5 PM

KHMER & ENGLISH translation available

gmgmmwﬁaﬁaw | FREE ADMISSION
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Date: March 28th 2026 "0 . 5

Royal University of Phnom Penh Time: 1:00 PM to 9:30 PM
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Wed 25" MARCH

02:30 PM

02:00 PM

03:30 PM

04:00 PM

05:30 PM

05:30 PM

06:00 PM

06:00 PM

07:15PM

07:30 PM

08:00 PM

08:30 PM

08:45 PM

Al CINEMA WORLDS

37,sl,-/ENe (R)
CAMBODIA HERITAGE Docs BOPH
32, DkH, /ENG Al W
ROBOT T-0 (Un Monde Merveilleux) |33
" [ e ]

78, FRA, FR/ENG @

MEMORIES OF THE BEGINNING +
MY HUSBAND THE CHILD SOLDIER

74, PEA, /ENG (R) A

STORIES FROM THE WORLD

o

82,51, -/ENG

MEET LAURENCE LY e
(Cambodia-Canadian filmmaker)

50, FRA, OVF/ENG @a

MEETING WITH POL POT

(Khmer Subtitles) SABAY
112, peakd () Al

WE FORGIVE

BUT WEDON'T FORGET

53,PEA ENG Al K

CAMBODIA IN SHORT 3

94, KHs, -ENG (®) W

MISS BOOTS (Mile Bottine)
117, FRA, FRIENG @&

ASIAN INDIGENOUS BOPH
s o]

84,BPI, /ENG @
SABAY

IFC

‘OUR FUTURE WORLD
825, sl,/ENG (R)

SLEEP

95,1, 0vene (®)

e «CIFE

CIFF is FREE | BUT YOU CAN SUPPORT US TO KEEP CIFF ALIVE

Type "CIFF" when donat

(s CIFF | SUPPORT CIFF

v

Ui (ARPAA) mas!

Scan to DONATE

BOPHANA (ARPAA) Thark you! WP

THU 26" MARCH

02:00 PM

02:00 PM

02:00 PM

03:00 PM

03:45 PM

04:00 PM

04:00 PM

04:30 PM

05:10 PM

05:15PM

05:30 PM

05:30 PM

05:30 PM

06:00 PM

06:15 PM

06:45 PM

07:00 PM

07:00 PM

07:00 PM

07:15PM

07:30 PM

07:45 PM

08:30 PM

08:30 PM

CAMBODIA IN SHORT 3
o4 KHs, -/ENG Al W

FBC

THE REWILDERS

STORIES FROM THE WORLD
82,51, -/ENG

SABAY

KHMER ROOTS IN AMERICA

38,BPX,ENG @&

TURTLE WALKER ROSW
75,BPX,/ENG @&

FRANCOPHONIE SHORTS
83, FRA, -/ENG (B)

SEAGNAL:

THE OCEAN'S LAST CALL @
90, BPX, /ENG

BOPH

46.5,DKH,ENG @&

DR BEE AT THE EDGE OF LIFE

+BIRTH IN THE FOREST EBE

37',BPI, /ENG h

CAMBODIA HERITAGE Docs BOPH
; .

38,DKH, /ENG @3 AdM

THE ROOTS REMAIN

(RETOUR AUX SOURCES) IFC

73, FRA, FR/ENG @3 W
THE GUARDIAN OF STORIES

74,BPM,ENG @&

KHMER ROOTS IN AMERICA
465, DKH,ENG @&

GUNS & LOTUSES

105, PEA ENG Al

THE OFFSPRING

80, KHF, KH/ENG (R) >

SOUND GUARDIANS + THE TEACHER -
BOPH

+ EARTH DEFENDER (Indonesia)
74, BPM, /ENG

SABAY

OUR FUTURE WORLD
825,51, /ENG (R)

FBC

CAMBODIA IN SHORT 1

85, KHS, KH/ENG (R) Al *

IN SYMBIOSIS
123,8PX,ENG W

Open-Air Screening

"MUQY MEUN ALAY"

with UONG KAN THOUK family X'

ROOTS OF SURVIVAL:

LAND, LABOR & LIVING HERITAGE
80', DKH, KH/ENG

WHEN THE BORDER BREATHES

40,PEA, KH/ENG Al

(in collaboration with UNICEF)

IFC

(oo

FBC

VOICES FROM PALESTINE
78.0W, ()
MANNEQUIN WEDDING

100" KHF, KH/ENG (R) *

COOL LIKE US: LA CIMA SERIES

76,0kH,ENG Al Y

ARMNSHSSNMI CIFF
CIFF ONLINE INFO

MM wjntignmmanig

Children and Family Friendly

* Guest Expected

® Viewer Dicretion Advised

SEnagnyli
Schedule Symbols

FRI 27* MARCH

08:30 AM

02:00 PM

02:00 PM

02:00 PM

02:00 PM

03:30 PM

03:45 PM

03:45 PM

04:00 PM

04:00 PM

04:30 PM

05:10 PM

05:45 PM

06:00 PM

06:00 PM

06:00 PM

06:00 PM

06:00 PM

06:30 PM

07:00 PM

07:00 PM

07:10 PM

08:00 PM

08:15 PM

08:15 PM

08:30 PM

08:30 PM

PASSAGES OF LIFE
125, DKH, KH/ENG @a Y

SOUTH AMERICA INDIGENOUS
75, BPI, /ENG

Screening & Panel "Cinema Archi
and Memorial Site in Cambodia” Y

IFC

ROSW

FOREST TO FUTURE: STORIES
ROOTED IN LAND AND LIVELIHOOD
63, BPM, KH/ENG

Special Presentation "Introducing
Cambodia Film Policies’ J-

MY LITTLE MOON

80, S, 0V/ENG @a

ASIAN INDIGENOUS

84,8l /ENG &2 K
GOOD VALLEY STORIES [ Fac |
120, DW, ENG

THE WILD HIVE + DIVINE BEAST
+BHUTAN
62, BPX, /ENG *

BOPH

Special Presentation "Why Choose
Cambodia for filming"
75, KHF, KH/ENG k-

NIGHT HAS COME IFC
96', PEA, ENG

FAR AWAY CLOSE TO YOU

100, KHF KH/ENG @3 W

THE ETERNAL RAM
49, DW, ENG

SOUND GUARDIANS + THE TEACHER
+ EARTH DEFENDER (Indonesia)
74, BPM, /ENG

SECRET: UNTOLD MELODY
103,51, 0V/ENG I

o
orcn

CAMBODIA IN SHORT 2
86, kns,/ENe () Al K

SEASIA SAFEGUARDING LIFE
77, BPM, /ENG

Al CINEMA WORLDS

Panel Discussion
"Al Future of Filmmaking" Y

POISONOUS METALS IN OUR RIVERS
30, BPM, ENG

IFC

THAVARY MEAS BANG

110, TKT.KH/ENG @2 Y Al

MEETING WITH POL POT
(Khmer Subtitles)
112, PEA.KH (R)

GUNYO CHOLO: THE DRESS
122, 51, 0V/ENG (R)

STORIES FROM THE WORLD
82,51, -/ENG

WORLD INDIGENOUS
56', BPI, /ENG

LA JOIE DE VIVRE
66, FRA, KH/ENG K

ROSW

OUR FUTURE WORLD
82.5, SI, -/ENG ®
Filmmakers Night

FT Gallery Factory Phnom Penh
82.5, SI, -/ENG ®

SAT 28" MARCH

10:00 AM

10:00 AM

10:00 AM

10:00 AM

10:00 AM

01:30 PM

02:00 PM

02:00 PM

02:00 PM

02:00 PM

02:00 PM

03:20 PM

04:00 PM

04:00 PM

04:00 PM

04:00 PM

04:00 PM

04:30 PM

05:20 PM

05:30 PM

06:00 PM

06:00 PM

06:15 PM

06:15 PM

06:30 PM

07:50 PM

08:00 PM

08:00 PM

08:15 PM

08:30 PM

08:45 PM

CARTOONS OF THE WORLD Kids
98', FAM, /ENG h

CARTOONS OF THE WORLD Kids

98, FAM, /ENG @&

FBC

(rosn

MISS BOOTS (Mlle Bottine)
111, FRA, FR/ENG

NIGHT HAS COME
96', PEA, ENG

POISONOUS METALS IN OUR
RIVERS
30', BPM, ENG

CAMBODIA IN SHORT 2
a6, krs, ene (R) Al K
VOICES FROM PALESTINE

78, 0w, (R)

FAR AWAY CLOSE TO YOU
100, KHF, KH/ENG @3 W

ROBOT T-0 (Un Monde Merveilleux) 128

- [ e |
78, FRA, FR/ENG @&
MEMORIES OF THE BEGINNING +

MY HUSBAND THE CHILD SOLDIER (aisiis
74,pen, /NG () Al

THE WILD HIVE + DIVINE BEAST

+BHUTAN E0v

62', BPX, /ENG *

FRANKLIN
90', BPX, ENG

COOL LIKE US: LA CIMA SERIES

76, 0kH,ENG Al

GUNYO CHOLO: THE DRESS
122, 51, OV/ENG (R)
FRANCOPHONIE SHORTS
83, FRA, -/ENG

WATER, HOME & MEMORY:
LEGACIES IN MOTION
70, DKH, KH/ENG

(o]
(]

DR BEE AT THE EDGE OF LIFE
+ BIRTH IN THE FOREST
37, BPI, /ENG

MY LITTLE MOON
80’51, OV/ENG @&

GUNS & LOTUSES
105, PEA, ENG AdM.

SEASIA SAFEGUARDING LIFE
77,8PM, /ENG I

IFC

THE TIME TO CRY

96, TKT, kH/ENG @a T Add

ROOTS OF SURVIVAL: LAND,
LABOR & LIVING HERITAGE
80', DKH, KH/ENG

SOUTH AMERICA INDIGENOUS
75, BPI, /ENG

THE ROOTS REMAIN
(RETOUR AUX SOURCES)
73, FRA, FR/ENG

CAMBODIA IN SHORT 1

85, kHs, KH/ENG (R) Al Y

MANNEQUIN WEDDING
100, KHF, KH/ENG (R)

LA JOIE DE VIVRE
66', FRA, KH/ENG

WE FORGIVE BUT WE DON'T FORGET @

53, PEA, ENG
BOPH

FBC

PASSAGES OF LIFE
125, DKH, KH/ENG A 82

THE OFFSPRING
80, KHF, KH/ENG (R)

SLEEP

SABAY
95,51, 0V/ENG (R) W -



SUN 29" MARCH

10:00 AM

11:00 AM

02:00 PM

02:00 PM

02:00 PM

02:00 PM

02:00 PM

02:00 PM

04:00 PM

04:00 PM

04:00 PM

04:00 PM

04:00 PM

04:30 PM

05:00 PM

06:00 PM

05:00 PM

08:00 PM

CARTOONS OF THE WORLD Kids
98", FAM, /ENG @&

THE ETERNAL RAM
49, DW, ENG

SECRET: UNTOLD MELODY
73, DKH, KH/ENG

SEAGNAL:

THE OCEAN'S LAST CALL

90', BPX, /ENG

KANGAROO SABAY

107,SL,ENG @

Al CINEMA WORLDS -
37,81, -/ENG (R)
MUOY MEUN ALAY BOPH

98, TKT, KH/ENG @3 AdM

Special Presentation ART FOR KEP @
& Artist Residency Y

INAMALGS | VENUE

LEGEND Exchange Sq.

OPEN-AIR SCREENING RUPP

OP-CIN

(e2AVEY OPEN-AIR AT Walk Street
AMCHAM
ROYAL Academy

IFC

BOPH

OPEN-AIR SCREENING CINE HUB  J:{e&)'/}

SABAY

FBC

French Institute

Bophana Center
Rosewood Phnom Penh
SABAY CINEMA (AEON 1)

Fable Cinema (Large)

TURTLE WALKER
75,BPX, /ENG @&

THE GUARDIAN OF STORIES
74,BPM,ENG @a

SABAY

THE FLYING MEATBALL MAKER FBC
106, SI,0V/ENG @&

FOREST TO FUTURE: STORIES
ROOTED IN LAND AND LIVELIHOOD
63, BPM, KH/ENG Y

BOPH

WORLD INDIGENOUS
56', BPI, /ENG

IN SYMBIOSIS
123, BPX, ENG Yk

DEBT INC.
30, DkH, ENG O

CARTOONS OF THE WORLD Kids
98', FAM, /ENG

OP-WS

CLOSING CIFF GRAND HALL
SPECIAL SCREENING
“THE OLD MAN " Yk

SABAY

BOPH
CIFF Closing Party

{pinsmaAusg | FILM SECTIONS

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

MY: THE ART OF SCREEN LEGEND MICHELLE YEOH

TKT: TRIBUTE TO UONG KAN THOUK
FRA: MONDES FRANCOPHONES

PEA: SEEDS OF PEACE-LESSONS FROM THE PAST

FICTIONS

KHF: STORIES IN CAMBODIA
KHS: CAMBODIA IN SHORT

WOM: WOMEN UNBOUND: STORIES FROM EVERY CORNER

SI: WORLD STORIES - INTERNATIONAL FICTION

BEAUTIFUL PLANET

BPX: BEAUTFUL PLANET EXPLORER

BPM: BEAUTFUL PLANET MEKONG DISCOVERY

BPI: BEAUTIFUL PLANET - INDIGENOUS

DOCUMENTARIES

DKH: GLIMPSE OF CAMBODIA
DW: WORLD IN MOTION

CIFF FOR FAMILY

FAM: CIFF FOR FAMILY

SUSRIjSIMOU S WIG]uam?

syyjp CIFF

- RUjploARsorHIRySm

.« SEJISUKIWRAARL

msummumawstsimoums CIFF slinimnews
(G bAYS TISYS

v

HOW TO WATCH MOVIES ?

CIFF TICKET ADMISSION
+ Tickets available 1 hour before each screening at CIFF counters on site
« FREE admission - First come, First served













TRIBUTE TO UONG KAN THOUK
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MUOY MEUN ALAY
By Uong Kan Thouk (Cambodia/1970/98min)

mig wséadpruypn shgamisimywmmuwnwamignt
sl taamipuina iwsintangsmusgaguad simsgusin
AR wAIRsTmywrd Ui umsINnsIvm{s A
ABIUGREUSNIMSINY  QAtARIETEEaI]umI  [FnUTaRau[gs

muAtssisiiany iwhmagse amiAasInuUaNs SIUA

wopuumiSamig iaSss1sSmsmiti ARUA{ASUYATMY

Thearith, a generous man, hopes that Nary will stay with him after her mother died. But Nary can fend for herself
and even starts dressing like a man. She meets Kosalm and decides to live with him. Kosal eventually unveils
Nary’s identity, and falls in love with her. He is called to war just when they express their will to get married, then
disappears and is thought dead. Distraught, Nary agrees to marry Thearith shortly before Kosal returns.
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THAVARY MEAS BANG

By Uong Kan Thouk (Cambodia/1969/110min)
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As Socheat and Thavary get married, they condemn two people to despair. Sony, secretly in love with Socheat,
turns emotionally distressed and hospitalized. Aside with Surin, who has his eye on Thavary, she devises a plan

to uncouple the two. Surin is a doctor. He tells Thavary that she has contracted leprosy. Fearing she might infect
Socheat, Thavary leaves her husband. To keep him at a distance, she pretends to have fallen in love with Surin.
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THE TIME TO CRY
By Uong Kan Thouk (Cambodia/1972/96min)

o a
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Vichet and Vichara had been in love since they were in high school. Later, they both became famous movie stars.
In order to help pay off their mother’s debts, Vichara was forced to marry the creditor, which hurt Vichet's heart
and he decided to marry the daughter of a movie director. The two had to live with the pain of not being able to
forget each other.
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STORIES IN CAMBODIA
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FAR AWAY, CLOSE TO YOU
By Mony Kann Darung (Cambodia/2026/100min)
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Sota, a girl growing her ambitions in Phnom Penh, is sent
to a quiet provincial town for her final school year. There,
she meets Viphu, a carefree boy who begins to find his own
ambition through Sota and eventually dreams of uplifting
his community. Their love grows, but as graduation looms,
their dreams and the weight of the world pull them apart.
A year later, their shared life faded and whether they ever
meet again is a question left to the wind...
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THE OFFSPRING
By Thy Seng (Cambodia/2025/100min)
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Haunted by the death of her parents and the dangerous
curse that hangs over her family, Sophea, apsara dancer,
must continue to live as her grandmother’s successor.
She faces her half-blood sister, Jenny, who is willing to do

anything to take her revenge. The family tragedy inevitably
passes from children to children.
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LD ENTERTAINMENT

MANNEQUIN WEDDING
By Diep Sela (Cambodia/2025/100min)
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In late 2021, a deadly fire consumed an underground club,
taking the life of Chhoeun Samnang. But his death was no
accident. A vengeful spirit was waiting in the darkness.
Bound to the club, it claimed Samnang as its own, igniting a
nightmare that would haunt his family long after the flames
died out. The demand came: a ritual wedding binding
Samnang’s soul to the ghost that took him. One by one,
shadows crept close, bringing terror and tragedy.
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MAYBE IN THE SNOW (FAUSSE NEIGE)
By Laurency Ly (Canada (Quebec)/2025/5min)
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A series of photos serving as family correspondences
between Canada and Cambodia was shared with a swallow.
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INTERVIEW WITH A HERO
By Andy ‘Celeste’ Diop (Australia/2025/15min)
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A Cambodian-Australian shadow puppeteer is given a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to perform on national
television, but is interrupted by memories of his past in the
Khmer Rouge.

THE STREAM
By Pisey Nit (Cambodia/2024/18min)
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Ta Roem, a 60-year-old fisherman, lives with his grandson
Thai on a boat along the Mekong River in Phnom Penh. He
dreams of sending Thai to school for a normal education,
but fishing does not even sustain them. Forced to move,
their situation worsened.
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THE ORANGE
By Seakleng Song (Cambodia/2024/17min)
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Two childhood best friends reconnect after years of
separation. Chay, a Phnom Penh resident, helps Lyer, who
comes from the countryside, get a job as a projectionist in
the city. A film screening prompts them to wonder about
their future together.
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FRESH AS A DAISY
By Socheata Van (Cambodia/2026/14min)
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Da and Srean, friends in their 20s, bond over struggles
with their conservative families. Srean faces an arranged
marriage to a man near her father’s age, while Da is urged
to move to the United States. They consider themselves a
fortune teller, but it’s their own decision to make.
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CHANT OF THE DESERT FLOWER
By Kim Sophea (Cambodia/2025/16min)

a

msmﬁsgmﬁguwwﬁ (3A5o ([MWMIHBIHRINUTISS
WISHu

v

geq tamnigjjuana unacsiia

GEUﬁgﬁcmmwmwﬁﬂq thuamsm siamuRinsaimtyw
SK anSmsnnnanmzs‘jm

A young man awaits to meet his mother for the first
time. As they come face to face, an awkward and fragile
conversation unfolds. Mother and son begin a quiet journey
toward understanding and healing, choosing connection
over the weight of the past.
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MY DAUGHTER (KOUN SREI)
By Linda Nguon and Sébastien Kong (France/2026/4min)
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Kim, 63, raises her daughter Tam in a country she does not fully
know. Through daily routines, Tam’s unease in her mother’s life
emerges. Koun Srei celebrates the beauty of everyday rituals
and prayers to our late ones, revealing the quiet love that
connects three generations.
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SISOWATH QUAY

By Stephanie Lansaque and Francois Leroy
(France/2025/15min)
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Phnom Penh, Nakry and Sothear meet on the Sisowath
quay for their first date. At nightfall, the romance turns into

a nightmare when the young girl transforms into a strange
creature...
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RAN SOM
By Richard Dang (Canada/2025/12min)
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Two small-time burglars kidnap the son of a wealthy
businessman, demanding twenty thousand dollars. But when
they discover that the boy is a victim of harsh discipline at
home, they face a moral dilemma that blurs the line between
criminals and protectors.
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HEARTACHE 5’
By Sophasak Kimann, Seyhak Chat, Hemkiry Song, Pilot Sok, 6’
Chanthida Hem (Cambodia/2025/12min)
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Sothea struggles through the five stages of grief, trying to
keep his girlfriend Soma from leaving.
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THE SENTRY
by Phat Chanhak (Cambodia/2024/4:38min)
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A cheeky dismantling of spy tropes and a love letter to
Cambodia, THE SENTRY follows a Western agent who thinks
he's about to make another routine kill—until a local guard
refuses to remain a footnote. A genre-bending tale about the
extraordinary lives we're trained to overlook.
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LOC LAC
By Bun Chai Ly (France/2025/7min)
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Sinn Ran goes home and cooks. As he prepares, he recalls his
childhood memories of cooking and eating with his Aunt.
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REST IN PIECES
By Sophea Kim (Cambodia/2026/19min)
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Two middle-aged women meet to divide the ashes of a man
they both loved. His mysterious death haunts them. When one
brings a sanitary bag for her share, old wounds erupt. Through

anger and grief they rediscover buried secrets, long-hidden
betrayals and friendship.
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LIZA - THE CHAPTER 1
By Phon Sophannarith (Cambodia/2025/12min)
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A woman struggles with Dissociative Identity Disorder,
torn between two opposing selves: one “Giving,” the other
“Taking.” As the darker identity leads her into turmoil, she
battles inner conflict and asks in despair, “Who is Liza?”
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THE LAST REVISION
By Sivthong Ung (Cambodia/2025/24min)
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Kosal, ayoung aesigner, struggles to find his place in aruthless
industry. Lacking a degree or connections, he endures low
pay, crushing workloads, and endless demands to revise.
Small fixes become a relentless cycle eroding his dignity and
sense of self.
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THE CRIMSON CALL
By Vandy Chhim (Cambodia/2025/18min)
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A story about a husband who seeks revenge for his wife’s
death and fights for justice for villagers who are being killed
and kidnapped to become slaves.
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FETAL DREAM
By Ruiyun Chen (Cambodia/2024/10min)
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A young couple with an unwanted pregnancy go to the
hospital and test for a stillborn fetus. Because of living in dire
straits, they have to find a way to abort the fetus on their own.
During several abortion attempts, the mother seems to feel
the life of the fetus.
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OLD BUILDING

By Vandeth Non (Cambodia/2025/10min)
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An old man living alone in the building, no matter how much
someone offers, he refuses to sell.

KHMERICAN
By Jimmy Chhiu (USA/2025/20min)
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When wounded gangsters seek refuge in his father’s donut
shop, a Cambodian-American teen striving to escape the
gang violence and debts that plague his family is thrust into
a life-or-death standoff that tests his loyalty, challenges his
identity, and threatens his future.
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LA JOIE DE VIVRE
By Norodom Sihanouk (Cambodia/1969/66min)
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Captain Siporak and Inspector Sam Baun raid the gambling
place at Kirirom owned by Prince Chantavong. This place is
disguised as an orchid shop. As soon as Prince Chantavong
is detained in jail, his wife, princess Sulpra, spends her time
having a love relationship with her nephew. Then she meets
Okhnia Sneha Sambat, a great hotelier. Okhnia takes her
to a big island at Sihanoukville for their holiday. After being
released from prison, Prince Chantavong, armed with guns,
tries to look for her everywhere.
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ROBOT T-O (UN MONDE MERVEILLEUX)
By Giulio Callegari (France/2024/78min)

tn Sugs(l wavsajwgikntangoms sluntsigpitiay
U

G

§omMuRsiw  twsmgs

t

SI-

UAe
I-

=
o

SIHgIAmTIMS  Hiafm
NIRRT Y SRIJUSTRIMUITNS HeUt{R)ueSIFAULNN

idgjgsig

In an emotional tribute, Montreal graffiti artist Fonki returns
to Cambodia to paint a giant mural of his relatives killed in
the genocide. During his time there, he connects with a
group of Cambodian youth who have also returned hoping
to breathe new life into their destroyed culture.
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MISS BOOTS (MLLE BOTTINE)
By Yan Lanouette Turgeon (Canada/2024/111min)
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When an orphaned girl loses her grandmother, her uncle, a
one hit wonder opera composer, needs to take care of her

until a foster family is found, while also struggling to finish
his next big hit.
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THE ROOTS REMAIN (RETOUR AUX SOURCES)
By Robin Dudfield (Cambodia/2026/90min)
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Private Dancer is a contemporary neo-noir drama based
on Stephen Leather’s cult novel. Pete, a British expat in
Southeast Asia, falls for Joy, a magnetic bar girl whose
shifting loyalties draw him into a world he thinks he
controls. The film explores how loneliness and fantasy
distort perception, and how power quietly shifts within
relationships shaped by money and cultural imbalance.
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THE LITTLE SHOPPING TROLLEY
By Laurence Ly (Canada (Quebec)/2024/18min)
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Living on a shoestring in Montreal, a Viethamese mother must
act in bad faith to assert her right to buy 12 discount laundry
detergents that she's been refused at a grocery store. A little
Christmas story of family and capitalism.
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MOM
By Camille Marie De Vulpillieres (Belgium/2025/13min)
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Momis the name of alittle girl living her childhood in Cambodia.
She is also the mom of the filmmaker. She remembers the sea,
her mom, sister, the Khmer rouge ...
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THE CHAMBER
By Fidae Sbaai (Morocco/2024/15min)
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A young man lives in a dark, strange chamber, unsuitable for
a decent life, trying to cope with constant disturbances from
outside. One day, strange people bring him something that
will change his life and lead him on a journey of contradictions,
troubles and uncertainties.
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NOTES FROM A POET
By Simon Garez (Canada/2025/10min)
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After discovering an enigmatic inscription in a library book, a
restless dreamer embarks on a quest to unlock its meaning.
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MY DAUGHTER (KOUN SREI)
By Linda Nguon, Sébastien Kong (France/2026/4min)
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Kim, 63, raises her daughter Tam in a country she does not fully
know. Through daily routines, Tam’s unease in her mother’s life
emerges. Koun Srei celebrates the beauty of everyday rituals
and prayers to our late ones, revealing the quiet love that
connects three generations.
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LOC LAC
By Bun Chai Ly (France/2025/7min)
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Sinn Ran goes home and cooks. As he prepares, he recalls his
childhood memories of cooking and eating with his Aunt.
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CHANT OF THE DESERT FLOWER
By Kim Sophea (Cambodia/2025/16min)
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A young man awaits to meet his mother for the first time. As
they come face to face, an awkward and fragile conversation
unfolds. Mother and son begin a quiet journey toward
understanding and healing, choosing connection over the
weight of the past.
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KANGAROO
By Kate Woods (Australia/2025/107min)
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KANGAROO is a heart-warming family comedy about ex-
TV personality, Chris Masterman, who becomes stranded in
a town outside Alice Springs (Mparntwe). There, he teams
up with 12-year-old Indigenous Australian girl Charlie. The
pair form an unlikely friendship and work together to rescue
and rehabilitate orphaned joeys in the remote but stunning
Outback community - an endeavour that proves to be life-
changing for them both.
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GUNYO CHOLO: THE DRESS
By Samundra Bhatta (Nepal/2025/88min)
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When Dey, the only son of a strict Nepal Army General, is

cast out for defying tradition, he must forge a new identity
as Gulabi in the vibrant yet unforgiving streets of Kathmandu.
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THE FLYING MEATBALL MAKER
By Rezan Yesilbas (Turkey/2024/106min)
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In Diyarbakir, Kadir sells meatball sandwiches to support his
family, but dreams of flying. His obsession draws ridicule,
family tension, and security warnings. While his wife Azize
struggles to hold their home together and quietly resists
his risky ambition, Kadir persists. Against all odds, he buys a
powered parachute—determined to rise above the doubts
and take flight.
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MY LITTLE MOON
By Ali Atshani (Iran/2025/80min)
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A quiet, intimate portrait of a young Iranian girl navigating
adolescence, innocence, fear, and silence in a society shaped
by repression. Through a deeply human lens, the film explores
loss, memory, and the fragile space between childhood and
resistance.
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SLEEP
By Jason Yu (South Korea/2023/95min)
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Sleep is a South Korean horror-thriller about newlyweds
Soo-jin and Hyeon-su. After Hyeon-su begins sleepwalking
with eerie, dangerous behavior he can't remember, Soo-jin
becomes terrified he might hurt himself or their family. As
his condition worsens, she battles fear, sleepless nights, and
rising paranoia to protect their home and newborn.
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SECRET: UNTOLD MELODY
By Seo You-min (South Korea/2023/103min)

The film follows a pianist whose career was cut short by injury.
At music college in Korea, he falls for a mysterious woman
who inspires him to pursue music again, uncovering a time-
bending secret.
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THE CINEMA THAT NEVER WAS
By Mark Wachholz (Germany/2025/6min)
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Have you wondered about films lost not to time, but to
never existing? Not abandoned projects, but stories never
imagined. What if the cinema we love is only a fraction of

what could have been? Let's remember the films never
made.
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BETWEEN BLOWS AND SHADOWS
By Tao Yu (South Korea/2025/6min)
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This experimental Al-generated short film explores new
cinematic possibilities. In a battle between a wolf and a
tiger, the film reconstructs narrative structure and visual

language through algorithms, questioning how Al can
become the storyteller and the conveyor of emotion.
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CEREMONY
By Mark Wachholz (Germany/2025/10min)
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In a near future where perception of minors in distress is
heavily filtered, the lone survivor of a destroyed city—a
12-year-old girl—is interviewed. She holds a darker truth.
CEREMONY is a fable about desensitization and hidden
trauma.
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AUGUST 32ND
By Yunbin AN (South Korea/2025/15min)
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Sejin spends summer at his grandmother’s mountain home,
where time stretches endlessly. When Heemin arrives, his
solitary days brighten—but the season begins to repeat,
trapping him in a loop of memory and desire.
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THE PROPHECY

By Milo Alto Paz (Indonesia/2026/17min)
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When the fish vanish, Nonoy asks his grandfather about an
old prophecy of a drying earth, burning seas, and a coming
flood. As nature unravels, he wonders if hope remains. The
answer lies in whether humanity can let go of the greed that
led to ruin.
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RECOVERY
By Hwanga Yang (Korea/2025/29min)
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After her younger brother’s death, 15-year-old Ayoung rejects
the Al robot her father brings home as a replacement. When
a letter invites her on a trip and the robot’s return nears, a
small crack begins to form in the walls she’s built around her
grieving heart.
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APRIL DEPARTING
By Tan Tuncag (Turkey/2025/8min)
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April, an Al tour guide, leads passengers on a routine flight
above the ocean world of Mesonia—until she veers off course.
The scenic trip becomes a tense journey into unknown space,
challenging human trust, ingenuity, and the mysteries beyond
the familiar.
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GOLDILOCKS ZONE PROJECT
By Jung-soo Kim (Korea/2025/18min)
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After a devastating virus leaves Earth overrun, Eugene and
Minho search for their parents’ last legacy—the “Spaceship
Caller’—and a way home. In their abandoned house, two
sealed wardrobes hide a secret. As the truth unfolds, the
brothers face an unavoidable crisis.
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THE DEFENDER
By Andrew Genaille (Canada/2025/3min)
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Two Indigenous men discuss protecting their reserve from an
alien spaceship.
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GRAVITY
By Robotina (Italy/2025/9min)
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In a dystopian future where gravity pulls toward the sky, Earth
lies barren and broken. X, exhausted yet determined, trudges
along an empty road, ignoring the surreal world around them.
Driven by a single, unshakable goal, they press on—no matter
the cost.
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STORIES FROM THE WORLD
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RELIEFS

By Juan Manuel Gonzalez Fernandez
(Mexico/2025/18min)
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Carlos, stuck in a long midlife crisis, cares for his mother
Rosa, whose chronic pain is eased only by hydrotherapy.
One night, she proposes a final sacrifice so they can both
find a better place. A tender story of love, hope, and the
longing for relief.
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EXIT

By Yong Chao Lee (Myanmar/2025/18min)

isigujuswSunst  ixouanuiamsmituama  Sumnany

2
3

(St SIMN WM AN UV EUSTINUTRUIATATAIGMA{UIS &

(E3jAMASTARRS MR MITAEW AMIEEIAZRTNUY
Set in a Myahmar that’s been fractured and plunged into
turmoil by the military junta, Zhong lives a quiet life. This
quickly unravels when the desperate urge to flee leads him
into the perilous trade of black-market money exchange.
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FORCES MINEURES
By Jessamine-Bliss Bell (United Kingdom/2025/10min)
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On their second date, Jess and Christophe share an intimate
dinner—yet something feels wrong. Caught between
unsettling memories and present tension, they struggle to
fake a closeness that's gone. A story about female instinct
and the danger of ignoring it—how far will Jess let things go
before she leaves?
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ROOFTOP LEMPICKA
By Hang Luong Nguyén (Vietnam, USA/2025/20min)
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In 2002 Ho Chi Minh City, young Thi befriends Ngoc, a new
tenant and club waitress, while her mother awaits a second
child. As their bond deepens, Thilearns Ngoc's secret life as a

sex worker, all quietly observed by a stolen art book of Tamara
de Lempicka’s female nudes.
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ASTRONAUTA
By Giorgio Giampa (Italy/2025/16min)
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Audely, a 39 year old, works as a lumberjack in the Guatemalan
jungle. At home, his 11 year old daughter Carol, dreams of
entering that same forest. Audely thinks about it, then goes
to the moon.

INTERNATIONAL FICTION



SPECIAL PROGRAM: SEEDS OF PEACE-LESSONS
FROM THE PAST
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MEETING WITH POL POT (KHMER SUBTITLES)
By Rithy Panh (Cambodia/2024/112min)
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Meeting with Pol Pot is a film about three journalists invited
by Democratic Kampuchea to interview "Brother Number
One": Pol Pot. Co-written by Rithy Panh, Pierre Erwan
Guillaume, and Elizabeth Becker, Meeting with Pol Pot is
based on the true story of American journalist Elizabeth
Becker, the first Western journalist to interview Pol Pot.
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NIGHT HAS COME
By Paolo Tizon (Peru/2024/96min)
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By enlisting into a military program in the Peruvian Armed
Forces, a group of young men go through rigorous
physically demanding labour, embarking on a journey that
transforms them from hopeful adventurers into hardened
soldiers.

SPECIAL PROGRAM
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WHEN THE BORDER BREATHES
By Vansay Zanubon (Cambodia/2026/40min)
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When The Border Breathes is an observational documentary
set on Cambodia’s side of a contested border. Through
children’s eyes, it follows a young boy entering the city for the
first time as families are displaced into temporary camps. It

captures elders haunted by memory, revealing that the true
cost is a generation’s uncertain future.
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GUNS & LOTUSES
By Grant Hennessy (Cambodia/2026/105min)
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Setamid Cambodia’s sacred architecture and lush landscapes,
Guns & Lotuses explores a society fractured by genocide.
Through psychological, legal, spiritual, and historical insight,
it follows former Khmer Rouge child soldier Suon Rottana on
a journey toward accountability and forgiveness. Guided by
Dr. Mile Glamcevski, the film reveals a path from trauma to
reconciliation and collective peace.

SEEDS OF PEACE-LESSONS FROM THE PAST
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WE FORGIVE BUT WE DON'T FORGET
By Daniela Wildi, Rotha Suong (Switzerland/2025/53min)
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Following the 1991 Paris Peace Agreements that ended
Cambodia’s civil war after the Khmer Rouge genocide, We
Forgive but We Don't Forget asks what comes after peace is
signed. The film follows monks, survivors, artists, educators,
and community leaders whose quiet, everyday acts of
remembrance, resilience, and reconciliation sustain peace
beyond the headlines.
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MEMORIES OF THE BEGINNING
By Fin Boswell (UK/2025/20min)
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Memories of the Beginning tells the story of survival and
unlikely friendship between two 13-year-old prison guards
at one of Cambodia’s earliest killing fields. Filmed 50 years
later at the former prison site, it traces a hard-won journey of
compassion and freedom..
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"MY HUSBAND THE CHILD SOLDIER
By Tom Peppiatt (UK/2025/54min)

islagm shasumsavigipusyAiunsma i Saungians
Ya  WsUgWRiAURARIMAamMUSSuUinnENG
swuimy  (RYjSjfisivnausSfimaiiny  gatamsSuigny
v wanImess  yiguaygn  Swutfaanis§iasjmy
ywikusgumssamvmiganfianminntsy ma H S{Fudy]
amuiurigs Sananupeigantiuigegisiaimy tasigh
wisaywikuAnannunysguanUmIRatS[UIRANAIIURIES

uiiisfamuianisnsiReaunugIGAMSEY

In Cambodia, former Khmer Rouge child soldier Aki Ra and
his wife Hout risk their lives clearing landmines left from
decades of war, helping communities reclaim their land.
They adopt children maimed or orphaned by explosions
and found a war museum that gains global attention. As Aki
Ra seeks redemption, and rebuilds his shattered family. But
in a country grappling to come to terms with its history, the
past always has a way of catching up.
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GLIMPSE OF CAMBODIA

COOL LIKE US: LA CIMA SERIES
sneutas &S (COOL LIKE US: LA CIMA SERIES)

COOL LIKE US: LA CIMA SERIES
By Sidney Ken (Cambodia/2026/76min)
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Seven artists. Seven journeys. One dream. Cool Like Us is a
Docu-series that dives into the rise to fame of Cambodia’s
new wave of artists: YCN Tomie, YCN Dizzy, YCN Rakhie,
All3rgy, Hasha, Mut Phearin and Meezy24k, who together
are known as La Cima Cartel.
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(ﬁgm/woma/mos@) (Cambodia/2026/70min)
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From Water to the Sky by Sreyneath Kong; Their House, Our Heart by Dina SOL; Bloodline by Marita Thea and
Bamboo Piano by Sangkim Seng - a program that turns toward reflection and continuity. From lakeside fishing
and fragile housing to herbal cultivation and musical craftsmanship, these films explore inheritance beyond
material wealth—resilience, responsibility, and cultural memory carried across generations.
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URIAMSISEia ¢ 2 neuAY SHUYSAAIE ROOTS OF SURVIVAL: LAND, LABOR &
= LIVING HERITAGE
(Agr/woLE-wOWD/GOSS) (Cambodia/2025-2026/80min)
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Golden Baskets by Sothea NHIM; Green Soil by Puthear Chranai CHEA; Where Smoke Has Fragrance by
Kimchheng Leng and In Mother’s Footsteps by Mak YORNG - a collection that gathers stories of families
sustained by forest, soil, and determination. From harvesting wild plants and cultivating vegetables to gathering
incense resins and collecting scrap in the city, each film reveals labor as both survival and inheritance. Across
rural and urban Cambodia, hardship is endured with quiet strength so that the next generation may inherit hope.
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This special program explores the Khmer concept of Chhlang Vei—the passage through the stages of life—
through a series of documentary screenings and a panel discussion. The films present rituals that mark key
transitions in Cambodian society, including birth blessings, coming-of-age ceremonies, marriage, longevity
celebrations, and funerary rites. Rooted in Buddhist beliefs and ancestral traditions, these ceremonies reflect
how Khmer communities understand life, merit, and spiritual continuity. The session concludes with a discussion
featuring scholars and cultural practitioners who will contextualize the cultural, religious, and anthropological
significance of these enduring practices.

GLIMPSE OF CAMBODIA

46



GLIMPSE OF CAMBODIA

KHMER ROOTS IN AMERICA
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MY GRANDMA'S STORY
By Sourthearak Duong (Cambodia, USA/2025/9min)
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This documentary tells the story of a Cambodian woman
whose life was upended by the Khmer Rouge. From a
privileged life, she became a single mother of eight, fleeing
danger, losing family to starvation, enduring forced labor,
and rebuilding her life amid grief after the regime ended.
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WANDERING DAYDREAMS: THE ART OF
MAKARA THACH SERNETT
By Josh Hendrix (USA/2024/14.5min)
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A refugee-turned-artist transforms her tumultuous past
into a canvas of comfort and joy through impressionist
paintings, highlighting the healing power of art amidst
political upheaval and personal resilience.
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THE HEALING CIRCLE
By Thavary Krouch (USA/2025/23min)
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The Healing Circle is a short, visually experimental
documentary celebrating Cambodian women'’s resilience.
It follows Celina Chin, Saroth Loeuk, and Pich Houy from
genocide survival to rebuilding life in Chicago, interweaving
their stories with traditional songs performances.

fyss

sEheteiouy 66 (i63A/9098/9095)

PAPAYA
By Kayleb Lee (USA/2019/10min)
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An observational and generational short film of diaspora
through the metaphor of a Southeast Asian dish, Papaya
Salad.
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CAMBODIA HERITAGE DOCS

ANGKOR, THE LOST CITY (ANGKOR, PAROLE
D'UN EPIRE QUI FUT)

By Roger Blais (Canada(Québec)/1961/12min)
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The largest temple in the world, Angkor Wat, was
rediscovered by Henri Mouhot, a French archaeologist. The
film recounts Mouhot's expedition and the history of this
ghost city, which in its time enjoyed a prestige and renown
comparable to that of cities like Paris and London.
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RELIGIONS AND THE PROMOTION OF
WOMEN'S VALUE IN CAMBODIA

By Porchhay Seng (Cambodia/2025/9min)
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The three biggest religions in Cambodia which are
Buddhism, Islam and christianity, have been coexisting in
harmony and playing a major role in promoting the value

of women in Cambodia. This phenomenon can be a good
lesson for other countries to learn from.
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REVIVING ANGKOR'S ROYAL PALACE
By Xiaojuan Miao (China/2025/9min)
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For decades, preserving Angkor, a UNESCO World Heritage
Site, has been a global effort. In this documentary Chinese
journalist Miao Xiaojuan explores northwest Cambodia’s

jungles to uncover the long-forgotten Royal Palace at the
heart of Angkor Thom, once home to Khmer kings.
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RETURING GODS
Creative direction and choreography
by Hun Pen, Sophiline Cheam-Shapiro, Heng Samnang
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Not defined as a film, but rather as a capture of a ritual in
four dances by master Khmer artists at sacred sites across
Cambodia. These intangible works of art invoke the power

that still resides in Cambodia's ancient temples to call home
its stolen antiquities in collections around the world.
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DEBT INC. - CAMBODIA’S MICROFINANCE
CRISIS

By Robin Narciso and Thomas Cristofoletti
(Cambodia/2025/30min)
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In Debt Inc., investigative journalist Claire Stam uncovers
the human cost of Cambodia's microfinance sector, fueled
by European banks. The film reveals the full scope of a
crisis, including land sales, abuse, suicides, and interviews
with victims, experts, and investors.
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THE ETERNAL RAM
By Himanshu Joshi (India/2025/49min)
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This documentary explores the Ramayana, composed by
Sage Valmiki, the “first poet,” and its profound influence on
Indian culture. Over two millennia, its many versions shaped
storytelling, ethics, theatre, dance, art, and social reforms,
making it a living sum of India’s cultural heritage.
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GOOD VALLEY STORIES
By José Luis Guerin (France, Spain/2025/120min)
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On the outskirts of Barcelona, Vallbona is an enclave
bordered by a river, railway tracks, and a highway. Antonio,
the son of Catalan workers, has been growing flowers here
for nearly 90 years. He'’s been joined by Makome, Norma,
Tatiana, coming from everywhere... To the rhythm of music,
forbidden swims, and budding romances, a poetic form of
resistance emerges against the urban, social, and identity
conflicts of the world.
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GAZA BY NO OTHER NAME: JIMMY CARTER'S VISION
By Maurice Jacobsen and Barbara McVeigh (United States/2025/22min)
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CONFLICTED
By lan Thuillier (Ireland/2025/26)
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GAZA'S RAIN

By Mo'men Ghanim Hasanain (Palestine/2026/11min)

ATANATMWNIUESS
snwnig a1l s & ant Ml oy (Eeugjs/wowo/ass) |
ADAS FALASTEEN

By Hamdi Khalil Elhusseini and Samar Taher Lulu (Palestine/2026/8min)
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GAZA'S PATIENT HEART
By Mo'men Ghanim Hasanain (Palestine/2026/11min)
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GAZA’'S LOST HORIZON
By Mo'men Ghanim Hasanain (Palestine/2026/2min)
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IN SYMBIOSIS

By Helena Berndl and Francesco Maria Gallo
(UK/2025/123min)
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In Symbiosis takes an eye-opening journey through
time and space to reveal the true story of food and food
security. It explores why our health and environments
are deteriorating and offers solutions to break the cycle
of ill-health and ecological collapse. Featuring farmers,
scientists, and activists from the Global South and North,
the film uncovers the driving forces behind a broken system
and presents a path toward true resilience.
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SEAGNAL : THE OCEAN'S LAST CALL
By Jungrye Park and Jiyun Leen (South Korea/2025/89min)
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Ocean is the beginning and end of all life—yet this cradle of
existence is collapsing. SEAGNAL follows the ocean’s final
warnings, confronting truths we've long ignored: marine
debris and ghost fishing, overfishing driving species toward
extinction, and rising seas swallowing coastal villages.
Through seven voices who have heard the call, SEAGNAL
asks us not only to listen—but to rethink how we live with
the sea.
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GREENPEACE BORDERLESS MANGROVE
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TURTLE WALKER
by Taira Malaney (India/2024/75min)
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In the late 1970s, Satish Bhaskar embarked on a journey along
India's coastlines and the Andaman and Nicobar islands. He
uncovered the vital nesting beaches of sea turtles. During
his death-defying quest, he unravels mysteries surrounding
these enigmatic ocean creatures. After a devastating tsunami
strikes in 2004, Bhaskar grapples with a pressing question:
What happens to sea turtles when their nesting beaches
disappear?
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FRANKLIN
By Kasimir Burgess (Australia/2022/90min)
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Eighth-generation Tasmanian Oliver Cassidy embarks on
a solo rafting trip down the Franklin River to retrace his late
father’s journey to the historic blockade that saved the World
Heritage-listed park from a hydroelectric dam in the 1980s.
Through archival footage and interviews, the film highlights
the pivotal "Franklin campaign" and Oliver’s personal journey
of healing.
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THE REWILDERS
By Marlene Rodgers (Canada/2025/38min)
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The Rewilders explores humanity’s shift from conquering
nature to co-existing with it. Since 1970, 60% of biodiversity
has vanished, fueling global warming and mass extinction.
This short documentary highlights conservationists rewilding,
one animal and landscape at a time.
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THE WILD HIVE
By Yasen Stoev (USA/2025/12min)
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A documentary short film about the mission to save our most
important pollinators.
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DIVINE BEASTS IN BONDAGE
By Haider Khan (India/2026/25min)
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This short documentary captures a real-time 24-hour cycle
in the life of Amer's elephants, forced to work 20-22 hours
without rest. Shot in lingering motion, it immerses viewers
in their raw suffering, exposing the long-standing cruelty of
elephant exploitation.
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BHUTAN : GREEN PARADISE IN DANGER
By Antoine Védeilhé (France/2024/25min)
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Bhutan, one of only three countries with a negative carbon
footprint, absorbs three times more carbon than it emits.
Its forests cover 70% of the land, and its power is 100%
hydroelectric. Yet, as glaciers melt, the country faces
imminent danger from overflowing glacial lakes.




BEAUTIFUL PLANET - MEKONG DISCOVERY

salsusSas THE GUARDIAN OF STORIES

wgHeg) turusnal & Sae Tays By Claudia Bellasi and Markus Steiner Ender
(gﬁj-fﬁﬁjjjm/lgo@&/mgs‘é) (Lao PD.R., Spain/2025/74min)
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In Luang Prabang, Siphai Thammavong juggles odd jobs to support his family while performing traditional tales
for tourists. As oral storytelling fades and an elderly source dies, he feels urgent to act. Traveling to remote
villages across Laos, he seeks the last storytellers, recording their vanishing stories to preserve a fragile cultural
legacy.

BEAUTIFUL PLANET - MEKONG DISCOVERY
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tipendatia s (unstegpsmo§udf  FOREST TO FUTURE: STORIES ROOTED IN
SususEMuytia LAND AND LIVELIHOOD

Wl AIMOWSISUHBANURSMSIENASASUTam By Bophana Audiovisual Center student filmmakers
(Aym/wobE/om9s) ” (Cambodia/2025/63min)
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This curated screening unites three compelling short documentaries that reveal how Cambodian communities
thrive through the deep wisdom of local plants and trees.

One traces forest resins gathered for traditional incense, rich with spiritual heritage. Another follows palm leaves
skillfully woven into smok—graceful, eco-friendly containers that endure in daily life. A third shows bamboo
crafted into kralan, the beloved sticky rice treat roasted inside tubes, embodying celebration and abundance.

Together, these films illuminate the vital, timeless connection between nature, culture, and resilient living in
Khmer tradition.

Together, Where Smoke Has a Fragrance, From Leaf to Life, and Sweet Bamboo, Hard Lifestyles portray resilience
shaped by land and ancestral knowledge. In the face of environmental change and economic uncertainty, these
stories reflect the enduring strength of communities rooted in their natural heritage.

This screening is presented under a project funded by The Henry Luce Foundation and implemented by Bophana
Audiovisual Resource Center, supporting the training of emerging Cambodian filmmakers and the preservation
of cultural knowledge through documentary storytelling.
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SOUND GUARDIANS

By Leah Varjacques & Rizky Rahad (supported by Pulitzer
Center) (Indonesia/2024/18min)
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As Jakarta sinks and sea levels rise, Indonesia is moving its
capital to Borneo, on the traditional land of the indigenous
Balik people. Abidin, a Balik elder, is documenting his
forest’s soundscape with the help of scientists to preserve
ancestral knowledge - before it’s too late.
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THE TEACHER
By Donal Boyd, Emma Romeijn

(Iceland, Netherlands/2026/25min)
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The Teacher follows Isam, a reforestation worker in Borneo,
planting trees in a disappearing rainforest. Through his
quiet acts and moments with his children, the film highlights

hope, responsibility, and the legacy of nurturing a greener
future.
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EARTH DEFENDER

By Sil van der Woerd, Jorik Dozy, Kynan Tegar
(Indonesia/2024/9min)
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Earth Defender is a music film exposing the lives lost while
defending nature.
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TOPENG - THE FACE OF SOUL
By Massimo Brega (ltaly/2024/21min)
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Set on the enchanting Indonesian island of Bali, the
documentary explores the island’s rich cultural and spiritual
heritage, revealing the intricate artistry behind elaborate
and symbolic creations: the ancient tradition of Balinese
masks.
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LITTLE MANGROVES

By Piseth Tieng and Kimchheng Leng

(Cambodia/2026/23min)
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Facing illegal fishing and industrial expansion, the Prek
Tnaot fishing community fights for its ancestral waters.
Sophea Yem, the only woman, stands to safeguard a fragile
ecosystem. Through mangrove restoration and relentless
patrols, they strive to protect the seagrass meadows.
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BENEATH CAMBODIA’S OCEAN
By Hem Manita (Cambodia/2025/2min)
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An immersive underwater journey showcasing the untold
stories of Cambodia’s ocean guardians working to protect
coral and seagrass ecosystems.
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CORAL SPAWNING IN CAMBODIA

Produced by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries (Cambodia/2025/5minn)
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This short film captures the rare coral spawning event
recorded in Cambodian waters for the second year in a
row. Amid global reef decline, it highlights the resilience of
Cambodia’s marine ecosystems and underscores the Royal
Government of Cambodia’s commitment to protecting and
sustainably managing marine and fisheries resources for
future generations.
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MUD BELOW, SUN ABOVE
By Kate Villevoye (Netherland/2025/15min)
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Amidst Hanoi's pollution, an informal sector of elderly
female recycling workers endure harsh working conditions
and societal stigma to address the city’s growing waste
crisis. Among them, B&é harbours precious insight into the
hidden costs of Vietnam’s economic boom.

ducer Nong Nhat Quang Consulting
ranslation Trén Ha Trang Lé Ngoc Duy
homas Kumeling at DOMA Works

Mua, Belob,
SV\P’D M:olle

A film by Kate Villevoye
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PLASTIC NEVER DISAPPEARS (PLASTIK TAK

KUNJUNG HILANG)
Amir Irfan (Malaysia/2024/12min)

tegmnwgnnanisinutmasignsismifimamaic
The documentary about disadvantages of using plastic.

BEAUTIFUL PLANET - MEKONG DISCOVERY
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TAKEN BY THE RIVER
By Md Ibrahim Khalilullah (Bangladesh/2024/5min)
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In Bangladesh, more than 7 million people have been
displaced by climate change. This is the story of two

brothers struggling to survive after losing their homes and
livelihoods.
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Ewised sajsms (Mgt Pulitzer Center)
(USA,UK/2026/15min)

PAYUUN -THAILAND'S LAST DUGONGS

By Mailee Osten-Tan (supported by Pulitzer Center)
(USA,UK/2026/15min)

tplausSHAIn

As climate change wipes out Thailand’s seagrass,
dugongs edge toward extinction. This film follows a local
conservationist fighting to protect two rare dugongs in
unprotected waters.
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POISONOUS METALS IN OUR RIVERS
By Tom Fawthrop (UK/2026 /30min)
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The rising levels of toxic metals contaminating rivers
feeding the Mekong is revealed with satellite evidence and
environmental monitoring. Unregulated mining expands
in Myanmar and Laos, polluting waters and affecting
tributaries in northern Thailand, thus endangering the
future of one of Southeast Asia’s most vital freshwater
ecosystems in Cambodia.
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BOODJARA

By Hugh Sando (Hugh Sando)
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GONRUNY

Boodjara follows a group of Noongar people on a
powerful journey to revive their endangered language,
reclaim ancestral placenames, and reconnect with stories
embedded in Boodja. A moving testament to the strength
and resilience of Noongar culture.
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BACK IN NOGLIKI

By Daria Razumnikova, Daria Agienko (Russia/2025/21min)
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Zoya, a journalist from Sakhalin and a member of the Nivkh
ethnic group, returns to her home village of Nogliki to care
for her disabled mother. While there, she writes the stories

and legends of her people, finding self-acceptance through
her book.
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ATHARAKA (THOSE OF THARAKA, KENYA)
By Simon Mitambo (Kenya/2024/17min)

v v o

NUNUENIYS stslausminm LUEgﬁJI!nSflﬂ toumoia afJalime

1 a @ v

—

4ply

YHMOMSEAY ANNRSIHSUBAIMSIHGNMANIURIAIAY (Simy

W

pxd
pi3

SISARNN  (URIRSTIMMSIFESSIS)us’  SURYMAIUR

o

3

AAIRUIAMGY mMnwgisHSaniuanfuiuaUMRSsines:y

Clans in Tharaka, Kenya, once subjected to colonialism, are
reclaiming their identity. By the Kithino River, the Atharaka
revive customs and regenerate nature. Through seed, kin,
and spirit, elders and Earth recall who they are and where
they belong.
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MUKUNAN, APPRENTICE OF THE SHAMAN

(MUKUNAN APRENDIZ DE PAJE)
By Rodrigo Sena Sena (Brazil/2025/25min)
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Mukuna prepares to become the Shaman of the Potiguara
Katu village in Rio Grande do Norte (Brazil), older than us, the

power plants become the teacher teaching environmental
care.
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SUKANDE KASAKA | AILING LAND
By Kamikia Kisedje, Fred Rahal (Brazil/2025/30min)
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Kamikia and Lewaiki, from the Khisédjé people, are forced
to leave their village due to pesticide contamination.
Surrounded by soy monocultures, they fight to protect
their culture, families, and land from this invisible threat.
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JIRAPO
By Maria Rojas Arias (Colombia/2025/20min)
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At the threshold of things, the film gazes at me as | gaze
at it. Jirapo never remains still: it breathes, pulses, unfolds.
Its language is born from nature: from beehives guarding a

grandmother’s grave to Amazonian trees, it carries all ages,
lending us its dream.
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SONGS OF THE HIGHLANDS
By Sarah Lois Dorai (Malaysia/2025/9min)
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This short doc follows musician Alena Murang as she
revitalizes her endangered indigenous language through
song. With elders, tradition, and technologies, it's a powerful
act of cultural preservation, using music to revive ancestral
voices.
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"KINGS OF THE FOREST"
By Sean Burch (USA/2025/28min)
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The Raute people of Nepal, known as Ban Ko Raja (“Kings
of the Forest”), offer valuable lessons on sustainability and
mutual respect. For the first time on camera, their leader
shares their beliefs, offering insight into a way of life that
could help heal societal divides.
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THREADS
By Quyén Nguyen-Le (United States/2025/16min)
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A sprawling portrait of indigenous Montagnard refugee
community in North Carolina, threading intergenerational
storytelling and history-making in the aftermath of the Viet
Nam War.
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KUI BASKET
By Chheun YEA (Cambodia/2025/5min)
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Besides farming, Kui-indigenous people run their family
businesses. For instance, Mr. HENG Touch, 57, is one of the
last few basket craftsmen alive, with his know-how of such
traditional practices. How will this craft survive the next
generations of Kui communities?
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THE SACRED FOREST
By Son KHOT (Cambodia/2025/6min)
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To live from the forest's gifts, Kui communities follow
customs shaped by Mother Nature. Mr. CHAP Teang, 45,
farms and patrols his ancestral forest. Despite ongoing
invasions, why does his community remain committed to
protecting this sacred land?
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WATER SOURCE

By Kimchheng Leng and Nien Blorng
(Cambodia/2026/20min)
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Water Source follows an indigenous village whose survival
depends on a single sacred spring. When the water is
disturbed, the community turns to ancestral rituals to
restore balance, revealing water as not only a necessity for
life, but the spiritual heart of the village.
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DR BEE AT THE EDGE OF LIFE

By Pascale Hancart Petitet, Nico Hertweck

(PR.D. Lao/2025/12min)
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This animated film, based on an interview with Dr. Bee from
southern Laos, highlights women forced to give birth in the

forest. She recounts emergency interventions with limited
resources, drawn from Pascale's ethnographic fieldwork.
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BIRTH IN THE FOREST

By Pascale Hancart Petitet, Nico Hertweck
(PR.D. Lao/2024/25min)
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Birth in the Forest explores childbirth in rural southern Laos,
highlighting women'’s experiences, birth attendants, and
healthcare workers. It uncovers the social, gender, and
political factors affecting women'’s vulnerability in remote
areas.
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CIFF FOR FAMILY
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MOUCHENITOUCHE
By Gil Galvao (Luxembourg/2025/6min)
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In "mouchenitouche," a little fly is confined inside a house.
Driven by a strong desire for freedom, she embarks on

a journey towards paradise. Will she overcome all the
obstacles in her path and reach her ultimate destination?
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BLU'S
By Rajesh KP (Rajesh KP)
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Growing up freely in harmony with nature, witnessing
her beautiful environment being swallowed up by
industrialisation, BLU decides to fight for the wildlife,
meadows, rivers and trees before they disappear
completely.

THE BOY WHO ERASED KISSES
By Radostina Neykova (Bulgaria,Portugal/2025/10min)
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The boy hates being kissed, so he erases every kiss he gets.
But with each one, his colors fade and his world grows pale

and lonely. To feel alive again, he must rediscover warmth,
love, and friendship. A handmade watercolor animation.
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FISH
By Ohara Hale (USA/2025/3min)
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This animation was made to be part of a package that
people who know the new creation story, where we are
sacred creatures in a sacred universe and not avaricious
beings out to beat one another, get tools to help them
teach the story to everyone else.
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SKYBOUND

By Angelina Arifin (Indonesia/2025/9min)
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In a fairytale world, a poacher hunts magical creatures to
support his family. While tracking a rare bird, he discovers
a young boy with white wings, injured and fearful. Planning

to sell him, the poacher grows fond of the boy, unaware of
another hunter lurking nearby.

SEE YOU TOMORROW.
By Keiya Ando (Japan/2025/10min)
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A five-year-old boy wakes to find his beloved dog has died
in the early morning. As he drifts through the moment in
a quiet daze, memories of their time together begin to
surface, leading him to feel the quiet ache of regret for the
very first time.
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DAD SAID
By Livia May (Netherlands/2025/7min)
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Young Freya loves her dad, but his lack of affection and
disapproval of her passion for climbing weigh heavily on

her. As she grows, she learns to let go of his negative words,
accepting herself and breaking free from his influence.
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SANA

By Manuel Larios (Peru/2025/10min)
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A young man made of mud, fragmented by the emotional
abandonment of his father, takes refuge in an imaginary
scenario where he tries to rebuild himself through his own
pain, heal his wounds and search for answers.

EW{AN 8o (1)isi/vowE/wS)

NO WORRIES!
By Chris Dicker (Ireland/2025/2min)
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With the new school year looming, 10-year-old PJ's anxiety
manifests as a 300-pound gorilla only he can see! Now he
has to face his fears, a smelly schoolbag and last year's
lunch.
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TINY LITTLE JOURNEY

By Jinwoo Lee (South Korea/2025/23min)
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An ant who has spent his entire life in the safety of his nest
ventures out in search of paradise. But the world beyond is

a harsh winter storm—nothing like what he had imagined.
Will he ever find the paradise he has been dreaming of?
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VANISHING FIREFLIES
By JP Corton (Philippines/2025/8min)
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In Tabango, Leyte, young Russell and his grandfather seek
refuge from a super typhoon. Amid loss and uncertainty,
Russell finds hope in a firefly, realizing that even the smallest
flicker can symbolize resilience and strength.
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